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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BEXPEG 

SUBJECT: MINE CLEARANCE IN SUEZ CANAL 
REF: CAIRO 443, 449, 451 

1. YOU MAY INFORM THE GOE THAT THE USG IS FAVORABLY 
DISPOSED TO RENDER ASSISTANCE ON THIS PROJECT. AS FIRST 
STEP, HOWEVER, IT NEEDS TO HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION AS 
TO NATURE AND DIMENSIONS OF JOB AND OF PERSONNEL 
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AND MATERIAL RESOURCES REQUIRED TO CARRY IT OUT. USG IS 
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THEREFORE PREPARED TO SEND SMALL TEAM COMPOSED OF US NAVY 
AND US ARMY PERSONNEL TO CONSULT WITH GOE AND SUEZ CANAL 
AUTHORITY ON THIS PROJECT. 

2. IT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT PERSONNEL OF THIS US TEAM 
WILL NOT BE EXPOSED TO THE HAZARDS OF EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE 
IN THE CONDUCT OF THIS CONSULTATION. 

3. DOD IS PREPARED TO DISPATCH SUCH A TEAM UPON RECEIPT 
OF GOE CONCURRENCE. 

4. FYI. RE PARA 1 CAIRO 449, BRITISH EMBASSY TELLS US IT 
HAS THUS FAR RECEIVED NO RPT NO INSTRUCTIONS TO DISCUSS 
SUBJECT WITH DEPT. 

5. RE CONSIDERATIONS PARA 4 CAIRO 449, WHILE WE WOULD BE 
QUITE CONTENT SEE BRITISH HANDLE THIS JOB. BELIEVE US 

RESPONSIVENESS TO EGYPTIAN APPEAL WOULD BE FAVORABLY 
RECEIVED BY GOE. ON SOVIET ANGLE, SOVIETS ALREADY DEEPLY 
INVOLVED IN EGYPTIAN NAVY IN TERMS OF SUPPLYING 
EQUIPMENT AND ADVISORS. AND SOVIET NAVAL VESSELS REGULAR- 
LY CALL AT EGYPTIAN PORTS. EVEN IF EGYPTIANS DECIDE TO 
LET SOVIETS CARRY OUT THIS PROJECT. OR PART OF IT, WE DO 
NOT SEE THAT IT WOULD DO MUCH TO IMPROVE SOVIET POSITION 
IN AREA. FOR USG, HOWEVER, PROJECT OF THIS TYPE 
OFFERS OPPORTUNITY FOR ESTABLISHING CONTACTS BETWEEN 
US AND EGYPTIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHICH HAVE BEEN NON- 
EXISTENT FOR MORE THAN DECADE. END FYI 
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